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Phase II SPDES Stormwater Regulations affect communities with municipal separate stormwater sewer systems 
(referred to as MS4s).  Separate storm sewers are a system of pipes that direct rainwater and snowmelt from roads, 
driveways, and parking lots to the nearest stream or waterbody in order to prevent flooding.  Unlike sanitary 
wastewater from your home, stormwater run-off is not treated at a wastewater treatment plant.  Most suburban areas 
in Monroe County, as well as limited parts of the City of Rochester, are served by separate storm sewers.  The 
Stormwater Coalition of Monroe County is an alliance of 29 MS4s, including both municipalities and agencies, 
working together to reduce stormwater pollution and protect water quality.  The Stormwater Coalition benefits all 
citizens of Monroe County by cost-effectively reducing the negative impacts of stormwater pollution through 
sharing resources and building on existing programs and expertise. 
 

The Coalition meets monthly to work collectively on developing and implementing a stormwater management 
program that complies with New York State’s Phase II Stormwater Regulations. The following items highlight the 
Coalition’s achievements during the past permit year. 
 

Overall General Achievements 
·  The Stormwater Coalition was awarded a NYS Environmental Protection Fund Round 9 Grant in the amount of 

$485,803.  This money will be used to fund projects scheduled during the period July 2009 - December 2010.  
·  A long term funding feasibility study was completed.  The study identified the creation of a county wide 

stormwater district as the recommended strategy for funding the shared services provided through the Coalition.  
The Coalition initiated a process of meeting with the towns and villages in small groups to review the funding 
proposal.   

·  Presented an overview of the NYSDEC Phase II Stormwater Regulations to municipal planning boards.  
·  Through its website (www.thestormwatercoalition.org), facilitated the sharing of resources among members, 

educated the public on actions they can take to reduce stormwater pollution, and facilitated public participation in 
stormwater programs.  The site also included links to members’ sites. 

 

Minimum Measures 1 & 2 – Education & Public Participation 
·  The Stormwater Coalition partnered with the Water Education Collaborative (WEC) at the Rochester Museum & 

Science Center and the Ad Council of Rochester to develop the H2O Hero Mass Media Campaign designed to 
educate the public about actions they can take to reduce stormwater pollution.  The campaign was launched in 
May 2007 and included paid and donated television, radio, and print advertisements valued at $169,000.  A 
campaign website (www.h2ohero.org) was developed with more detailed information.    

·  Volunteers and municipal staff installed 3,500 storm drain markers in 13 towns and villages.  The markers are 
designed to remind residents that “only rain down the drain”.   

·  Contracted with the WEC to conduct stormwater presentations in local schools and at community events.  The 
WEC and Monroe County Department of Environmental Services conducted 132 presentations in 21 
municipalities reaching 7,243 residents. 

·  As a pilot project 14 pet waste signs/stations were installed in six municipalities.  Pet waste is a source of bacteria 
to local waterways. 

·  Two new education projects were initiated.  The development of stormwater curriculum modules for 7th and 9th 
graders in partnership with SUNY Brockport, and the development of a permanent stormwater exhibit at the 
Rochester Museum & Science Center.      



Citizens are encouraged to review and comment on their municipality’s full Annual Report. 
To obtain a copy, contact Todd Stevenson at 585.753.5472. 

 

·  Participated in the Sierra Club’s Environmental Forum to facilitate the required public review of the 
municipalities’ permit compliance program.    

 

Minimum Measure 3 – Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination (IDDE) 
·  The IDDE Task Group held nine committee meetings and added one new Member. 
·  Inspection and trackdown training was provided to 6 Coalition Member MS4s, and Detection and Trackdown 

Presentations were given at 9 professional conferences to an estimated total audience of 400 attendees. 
·  Assisted 15 MS4s with mapping their outfalls and stormwater systems. Overall, outfall mapping requirements are 

98.1% complete. 
·  Developed 4 business / public educational pieces for service providers and MS4s to distribute. 
·  Finalized a report on a field screening program for illicit phosphorus discharges within two local watersheds. 
·  Developed a Model IDDE Ordinance for all traditional MS4 members to finalize and adopt as an IDDE 

ordinance, and held two workshops for municipal Board Members, Staff and Legal Counsel which discussed 
IDDE issues and provided a detailed review of the Coalition’s Model IDDE Ordinance.   

 

Minimum Measures 4 and 5 – Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control and Post-Construction 
Stormwater Management 
·  The Stormwater Coalition continued assistance for MS4s with the adoption of the construction and post-

construction model ordinances. 
·  Presentations to all MS4 planning boards outlining the Phase II requirements were completed. 
·  Hosted workshops concerning: stormwater pond maintenance directed at property maintenance firms and 

property owners; rain garden construction; the model ordinances; Chapter 9 of the NYS Stormwater Design 
Manual; and proper usage of erosion and sediment control practices at construction sites.   

·  Provided financial support to the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District to conduct in-field training 
sessions for MS4 staff on construction site inspections & stormwater management practices. 

·  Created, printed and distributed to MS4s 2,000 sets of laminated BMP cards for erosion and sediment control, 
2,000 copies of the Proper Landscaping and Maintenance Near Stormwater Ponds brochure and 1,200 copies of 
the The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation’s Stormwater Phase II Regulations What Every 
Contractor Needs to Know to be in Compliance brochure.  

·  Purchased and distributed to all MS4s copies of New York Standards & Specifications for Erosion and Sediment 
Control, New York Contractors Erosion & Sediment control Field Notebooks, and New York State Stormwater 
Management Design Manuals.   

 

Minimum Measure 6 - Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations   
·  Incorporated this Minimum Measure into the IDDE Task Group area of responsibility. 
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